RAH/WAY MORALS AND  RAILWAY POLICY.

vriiipping-up of those favourable to any project which it
is desired to carry. Were this all, there would be little
to complain of; but something more than this is done.
There are boards in which it is the practice to defeat op-
position by stratagem. The extension party having sum-
moned their forces for the occasion, and having entered on
the minutes of business a notice worded with the requisite
vagueness, shape their proceedings according to the char-
acter of the meeting. Should their antagonists muster
more strongly than was expected, this vaguely-worded
notice serves simply to introduce some general statement
or further information concerning the project named in it;
and the matter is passed over as though nothing more had
been meant. On the contrary, should the proportion of
the two sides be more favourable, the notice becomes the
bads of a definite motion committing the board to some
important procedure. If due precautions have been taken,
the motion is passed; and once passed, those who, if pres-
ent, would have resisted it, have no remedy; for in rail-
way government there is no " second reading," much less
a third. So determined and so unscrupulous are the ef-
forts sometimes made by the stronger party to overcome
and silence their antagonists, that when a contested meas-
ure, carried by them at the board, has to go before a gen-
eral meeting for confirmation, they have even been known
to pass a resolution that their dissentient colleagues shall
not address the proprietary!

How, at half-yearly and special meetings, shareholders
should be so readily led by boards, even after repeated ex-
perience of their untrustworthiness, seems at first sight dif-
ficult to understand. The mystery disappears, however, on
inquiry. Very frequently, contested measures are carried
quite against the sense of the meetings before which they
are laid, by means of the large number of proxies pre-
viously collected by the directors. These proxies are